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Ayin
3 M

ay,
 7pm, The Rotunda, 

The Unive
rsit

y of V
irgi

nia, 
Charlo

ttesvil
le

Rare
 Book School presen

ts 

a lecture by Albert D
erolez

Phoenician Lette
rs, 

Our A
ncie

nt A
ncesto

rs

In Phoenicia
 as in

 Egypt, C
hina 

and M
exico, th

e eye is 
one of 

the most 
common elements 

found in
 w

riti
ng. It

 was c
alled 

“Ayin
” (a

h-yin
). T

he Greeks u
sed 

it f
or tw

o so
unds, n

ow desig
-

nated by “O
micron”, l

ittl
e “o

” 

and th
e letter w

hich, st
rangely, 

was p
laced at th

e end of th
e 

Greek alp
habet. W

e find in th
e 

Bible “I 
am th

e Alpha and th
e 

Omega. T
he Beginning and th

e 

End. T
he First

 and th
e Last.”

 

How m
any to

day w
ould th

ink 

to use th
e alphabet fo

r su
ch a 

importa
nt ill

ustra
tion? It

 is 
easy 

to tra
ce th

e Roman O
 (on) fr

om 

it’s
 G

reek parent “
Omicron.”


